
 

Wilkins keynote speaker at Riley Institute dinner
Monday, 12 January 2009

SCBIZ Daily Staff

COLUMBIA -- David Wilkins will be the keynote speaker when the Riley Institute at Furman University hosts its
fourth annual Legislative Award Dinner in Columbia tonight.

Wilkins is the former Speaker of the South Carolina House who currently serves as U.S. Ambassador to Canada.
He plans to return to live in Greenville after President-elect Barack Obama takes office Jan. 20.

The event, which is named in honor of Wilkins, will be held at the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center. The
evening begins with a 6 p.m. reception, and dinner and the award presentation will follow at 7 p.m. Tickets are
$125 per person, and can be reserved by calling 864-235-8330.

Gilda Cobb-Hunter, a member of the South Carolina State House of Representatives who represents Orangeburg
County in District 66, will receive the Wilkins Award for Excellence in Legislative Leadership.

Former U.S. Secretary of Education and S.C. Governor Richard W. Riley will be in attendance to honor
Cobb-Hunter.

The Wilkins Award for Excellence in Legislative Leadership award is given annually to a state legislator who
"embodies the highest principles of leadership based on integrity, compassion, vision, civility and courage." The
previous winners have been John Drummond, President Pro-Tem Emeritus of the Senate; Bobby Harrell, Speaker
of the House; and Sen. Hugh K.Leatherman.

The Riley Institute at Furman created the David H. Wilkins Legislative Leadership Program in 2006.  In addition to
the awards dinner, the Wilkins Fellows program allows Furman students to work as interns in the state's
legislative offices.  In time, the program will establish an endowed professorship in South Carolina politics.

The Riley Institute at Furman, named for Furman graduate Richard Riley, offers a broad array of programs
designed to engage students and citizens across South Carolina in the various arenas of politics, public policy,
and public leadership.

 

LATEST MANUFACTURING NEWS

Nestle plant workers to receive back pay
Hill-Rom cutting 90 local jobs, 300 nationwide
$60M recycling plant opens in Spartanburg
MetalTech to invest $4M, create 60 jobs
Carter Goble Lee to work on N.C. jail project

LATEST COMMUNITY NEWS

NFIB-South Carolina appoints new director
Andre Bauer Web site selling gifts
2009 S.C. Business Hall of Fame announced
Progress Energy’s regional VP to retire
S.C. businesses positive, but expect tough 90 days

LATEST BLOG POSTINGS

The glass ceiling
Varying opinions on immigration
Suit or sandals?
More social sites
The rules of tipping

NEWS FROM ACROSS SOUTH CAROLINA

Business leaders push I-73 for federal stimulus
Michelin technology parades down Pennsylvania
Avenue
Southern First reports profit shrank by half in Q4
Palmetto Health appeals decision blocking new Irmo
hospital
Charleston manufacturing company releases new lab
technology
Charleston Digital Corridor reports on jobs and
investments in 2008
Lawmakers drub head of tourism
Watch presidential inauguration online
Greenville attorney honored with statewide award
GSP passenger air traffic shrank 14% in December
Kemet consolidates DC film and paper operations
Denny’s reports same-store sales decline
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