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CLAUDE N. STULTING, JR.
Department of Religion
Furman University

Greenville, SC  29613
864.414.2787 (C) 864.294.2189 (W)

Claude.Stulting@Furman.edu

EDUCATION
Ph.D.   University of Virginia, 1993; Department of Religious Studies: Religion and Literature

 Dissertation: "Earth's Great Altar": Greek Patris​tic ​Theology and the Sacrament of Nature in Milton's Paradise Lost
 Dissertation Committee: Director: Larry D. Bouchard (Religion); Readers: James N. Nohrnberg (English); Robert Wilken (Religion); Max Harris (Religion)

M.Div.  Duke University Divinity School, 1978 

B.A.     University of Virginia, 1974 (Religious Studies)

––   
 Phillips Exeter Academy, 1969

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Associate Professor of Religion, four-fifths part-time, Furman University (2007-present)
Assistant Professor of Religion & English, four-fifths part-time, Furman Uni​ver​sity (1993-2007)
Instructor of Religion (part-time & adjunct), ​Furman University

Instructor of English (part-time & adjunct) Furman, Uni​ver​sity

Years Full-Time: 4 (96-97; 97-98: 98-99; 99-00)


Years Part-Time/Full-Time Equivalent: 4 (87-88; 91-92; 93-94; 03-04)

Years Part-Time: 9 (89-90; 94-95; 95-96; 00-01; 01-02; 02-03; 04-05; 05-06; 06-07)

Adjunct: 6 (84-85; 85-86; 86-87; 88-89; 90-91; 92-93)

Instructor of Religion and English, Brevard College (1978-1980)
COURSES TAUGHT (Furman)
Religion Department
Religion and Literature (REL 46, now REL 260)

Religion and Art (REL 262)


Murder, Mystery, and Mayhem (REL 263)
Christian Classics (REL 241)


Modern Chris​tian Thought (REL 48, now REL 242)


Religious Pluralism (REL 45, now REL 341)


Religions of the World (REL 25, then A45, now REL 125)


Introduction to Religion (REL 12, now REL 101)


Introduction to the Bible (REL 11, now REL 111)


The Search for New Authorities (HUM 12)

​​​Revolution, Progress, and Anxiety (HUM 13)​​

Geography and Archaeology of the Biblical World (REL A36). Study Away Course
Religion and Art in Christianity, Judaism, and Islam (REL 364). Study Away Course

Christianities and Religious Pluralism in India (REL 482). Study Away Course
Senior Seminar (REL 75, now REL 475)

English Department
The Roots of Western Civilization (HUM 11)
The Search for New Authorities (HUM 12)
English Compo​sition (ENG 11 in previous English curriculum)
Introduction to Literature (ENG 12 in previous English curriculum))
Brit​ish Litera​ture since 1798 (ENG 22 in previous English curriculum)

First Year Seminars
Murder, Mystery, and Mayhem (FYS 1116)
Paradise Lost: Milton’s Great Heresy (FYS 1143)
Language, Argument, and Society (FYW 1116)
May X Courses 
The Brothers Karamazov (REL 261)

Religious Studies in Greece (REL 268: Study Away, 2017)
Religion and Art in Turkey (REL 270: Study Away, 2011, 2012, 2014, 2015)

White Nights in Russia: Religion, Music, and the Arts (IDS 377: Study Away, 2018)
Study Away Companion Courses
Art and Religion in Greece (REL 267; Spring 2017)
Art and Religion in Turkey (REL 269; Spring 2011, 2012, 2014, 2015)
Religion, Music, and Art in Russia (IDS 376; Spring 2018)

Interdisciplinary Humanities Courses
History of Ideas in Context II (HUM 202). Team-taught with Nellie Boucher (formerly History Department)
Issues in the Humanities: The Joy of Texts (HUM 21). Team-taught with Dr. Melinda Menzer (English Department)
PUBLICATIONS (INVITED)
“The Rev. Dr. Helen Lee Turner.” Perspectives in Religious Studies 48, no. 2 (Summer 2021), 97-110. A biography of Dr. Helen Lee Turner included in a Festschrift written in her honor 
SCHOLARLY PRESENTATIONS

“Adoption and Deification: Humankind’s Telos in Paradise Lost, De Doctrina Christiana, and the Greek Fathers.” Presented at the 12th International Milton Symposium held in Strasbourg, France (June 2019)
“Image, Likeness, and Theosis: The Nature of Adam’s Perfection in Paradise Lost.” Presented at the inaugural symposium of the International Orthodox Theological Association held in Iasi, Romania (January 2019)
"Sovereign and Priest of Creation: A Greek Patristic Reading of Eve in Book 5 of Paradise Lost." Presented at the 11th International Milton Symposium, held at the University of Exeter, Exeter, England (July 2015)

“‘By gradual scale sublimed’: The Nature of Adam’s Perfection in Paradise Lost.” Presented at the 9th International Milton Symposium, University of London, London, England (July 2008)

Presented “Conversion and Dialogue: The Metamorphosis of Religious Attitudes in the Upstate,” at “Our Past Before Us: The Search for the South Carolina Upcountry,” a conference jointly sponsored by Clemson University and Furman University (March 2007)

Presented “From Diversity to Pluralism: The Role of Religious Commitment in the Academy,” at Furman Faculty Seminar (Spring 2004)

Presented “Orthodoxy and Orthopraxy: Rethinking Interfaith Dialogue,” at Religion Department’s Spring Colloquium, required of Religion majors & attended by Religion faculty (April 2001)

“Cross-Tradition Participation: Reconfiguring the Terms of Interfaith Dialogue.” Presented at the Parliament of the World’s Religions, Cape Town, South Africa (December 1999)

“‘New heavens, new earth’: Apocalypse and the Loss of Sacramentality in Milton’s Paradise Lost.” Presented at 6th International Milton Symposium, University of York, York, England (July 1999)

“A Masque of Origins: Myth, Marriage, and Ritual in Shakespeare’s The Tempest.” Presented at the annual meeting of Philological Association of the Carolinas, Converse College (March 1998)

"Theosis and Paideia in the Writings of Greg​ory of Nyssa and the Prelapsarian Books of Milton's Paradise Lost." Presented at the Conference on John Milton, Middle Tennessee State University (October 1997); also pre​sented at South​east Regional Meeting of American Acade​my of Religion, Charleston, SC (March 1993)

"Différance and the Deus Absconditus: The Satanic Predica​ment in Paradise Lost." Pre​sented at the Conference on John Milton, Middle Tennessee State University (October 1995); also presented at annual meeting of the Philo​logi​cal Association of the Carolinas, Winthrop University (March 1996)

"'Earth's Great Altar': Greek Eucharis​tic Theology and the Sacrament of Na​ture in Milt​on's Para​dise Lost." Pre​sent​ed at 5th Inter​na​tional Milton Sym​posium, University of Wales, Bangor, Wales (July 1995); also presented at na​tional meet​ing of Amer​ican Acade​my of Reli​gion, San Francisco, CA (No​vember 1992)

"Food, Feast, and Theosis in Gregory of Nyssa and Milton's Paradise Lost." Presented at national meeting of American Academy of Reli​gion, Washington, DC (November 1993)

PUBLICATIONS (REFEREED)
“‘New heavens, new earth’: Apocalypse and the Loss of Sacramentality in Milton’s Paradise Lost,” published in Milton and the Ends of Time, ed. Juliet Cummins (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003) 

“Theosis and Paideia in the Writings of Gre​gory of Nyssa and the Prelapsarian Books of Milton’s Paradise Lost,” published in Living Texts: Interpreting Milton, ed. Charles W. Durham and Kristin A. Pruitt (London: Associated University Presses, 2000)

"Differance and the Deus Absconditus: The Satanic Predica​ment in Paradise Lost," pub​lished in “All in All": Unity, Diversity, and the Miltonic Perspective, ed. Charles W. Durham and Kristin A. Pruitt (London: Associated University Presses, 1999)
BOOK REVIEWS

Published a review of Murray A. Rae’s book, Architecture and Theology:Tthe Art of Place in Reading Religion (May 2018)
WORKS ACCEPTED FOR PUBLICATION
“Religious Pluralism in South Carolina,” with Dr. Sam Britt (Furman Religion) in Engaging the Humanities, ed. by Margaret Oakes (Furman English) and Sean O’Rourke (formerly Furman Communication Studies).  Accepted for publication by Sense Publishers, Rotterdam, the Netherlands
WORKS IN PROGRESS
“‘Earth's Great Altar’: Greek Eucharis​tic Theology and the Sacrament of Na​ture in Milt​on's Para​dise Lost" (article in final stages for submission to Milton Studies)
OTHER RESEARCH ACTIVITY
Director and Administrator of Affiliate Grant from the Harvard Pluralism Project to study the changing reli​gious land​scape of South Carolina (Summer 1998 to 2017. This has involved work with my colleague in the Religion Department, Dr. Sam Britt, and a number of students who have contributed to this project through the Furman Advantage Program: Andrea Mills, Allison Prevost, Melissa Peterson, Benjamin Coleman, Anthony Dominguez, Omar Ahmed, Tracy Wells, and Julia Britt. The work of this project, Mapping the Religious Landscape of South Carolina, may be found at  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ 

 GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ www.pluralism.org.
PANELS
Co-chaired workshop on the Amazing Faiths Dinner Dialogue approach to interfaith dialogue at the 7th Parliament of the World’s Religions held in Toronto, Canada (November 2018)
Chaired session, "Milton and the Natural World,” at the 11th International Milton Symposium held at the University of Exeter, Exeter, England (July 2015)
Helped organize and participated on a panel, “Religious Diversity in South Carolina,” with Dr. Sam Britt (Furman Religion) and Tracy Wells (Furman ‘03), student at Harvard Divinity School, for a Lily Faculty Seminar to prepare for Furman visit of Diana Eck, Professor of Comparative Religions, Harvard University & Director of the Pluralism Project (March 2004)
Presented “Interfaith Organizations in Upstate South Carolina” as part of panel with Dr. Sam Britt (Furman Religion) and Tracy Wells (Furman ‘03), student at Harvard Divinity School, for Harvard Pluralism Project’s program, Religious Pluralism in North America: The Southern United States, at annual meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Atlanta, GA (November 2003)
Presented paper, “Teaching Religions of the World at Furman University,” as part of panel, The Magnolia & the Lotus: Teaching Asian Religions in the Southeast, for joint session of the Academic Study of Religion and History of Religions, at Southeast Regional Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Charlotte, NC (March 2001)
Chaired session on “Milton and Theology” at the Conference on John Milton, Middle Tennessee State University (October 1999)
Organized and chaired session on Milton’s Paradise Lost at annual meeting of the Philological Association of the Carolinas, East Carolina University, Greenville, NC (March 1999)
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY: COURSE DEVELOPMENT


Developed new catalog course, Middle Eastern Christianity (REL 333)



Developed new catalog course, Murder, Mystery, and Mayhem (REL 263, a retooling of my FYS course of the same name)


Developed new catalog course, Religion and Art: The Aesthetics of Religious Meaning (REL 262)

Developed new upper-level Humanities course, History of Ideas in Context II (HUM 202). Team-taught with Nellie Boucher (formerly History Department)

Developed new upper-level Humanities course, The Joy of Texts (HUM 21), with Dr. Melinda Menzer of the English Department; course development part of Furman’s Challenge Grant from the National Endowment of the Humanities (98-99; 99-00)

Developed new catalogue course, Religious Pluralism (REL 45), for initial offering Fall 2002

Developed REL 95 course, Religious Pluralism, with Dr. Albert Blackwell (Furman Religion (summer 1998)
OTHER RELATED PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY
Currently serving on the editorial board for the journal Religions, an international, interdisciplinary, peer-reviewed, open access journal. My work requires reading and reviewing 3-4 articles per year and making editorial decisions regarding their publication (2020-present)
Attended Global Smyrna Conference on the Seven Churches of Revelation, Izmir, Turkey (July 2021)
Served as Moderator for a 3-part series, “Many Faiths, Many Books,” presented by the Greenville Public Library (January-March 2019)
Attended the Associated Colleges of the South Inclusive Pedagogy Institute held at the University of Richmond (August 2018)
Traveled to Ukraine for 3 weeks to visit and study Orthodox churches in three cities (Kiev, Lviv, Odessa), sites relevant to the development of my new course, Religion and Art: The Aesthetics of Religious Meaning (May 2013)
Attended with Dr. Sam Britt (Furman Religion) the opening dedication of the Sikh Gurdwara Nanak Darbar in Duncan, SC (February 2013)
Attended Abhiseka ceremony at Buddhist Temple in Spartanburg, SC.  One day I took a student in my Religions of the World class. The other day I attended with Dr. Sam Britt (Summer 2012)
Participated in a Faculty Seminar, “Incorporating Islam into a Liberal Arts Curriculum,” with Omid Safi, Professor of Religion, the University of North Carolina (March 2012)
Participated in “Sacred Space, Sacred Sound: Diversity and Community in Muslim Communities,” a Mellon-Sawyer Seminar Conference at UNC-Chapel Hill, NC (April 2010) 
Attended “Teaching Sustainability in Asian Religious Traditions,” annual meeting of the South Atlantic States Association for Asian and African Studies (SASASAAS), held at Furman University, Greenville, SC (September 2010)
Attended Workshop on Intercultural Skills Enhancement entitled “Navigating Study Abroad: Preparing Students Beyond the Classroom,” held at Wake Forest University (February 2009)
Traveled to northeast India for a 2-week sojourn to visit significant Buddhist and Hindu religious sites: Kolkatta, Bodhgaya, Varanasi, and Sarnath. Focused on the nature of religious pluralism in northeast India. Traveled with Dr. Sam Britt (Furman Religion) and Dr. Jim Leavell (Furman History, retired) (February-March 2008)
Presented guest lecture for Near East and South Asia Undergraduate Exchange Program (NESA) international students at Greenville Technical University as part of program, “The Guiding Light: Faith in the Upstate” (October 2007)
Guest panelist for South Carolina Center for Teaching about Asia (SCCTA) summer seminar directed by Dr. James B. Leavell (June 2007)
Edited paper submitted by Dr. Sam Britt (Furman Religion) to the Journal of American Academy of Religion (Spring 2007)
Served as Moderator for “The Children of Abraham,” a panel discussion among Christians, Jews, and Muslims organized and sponsored by the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship and the Furman University Muslim Student Association (April 2007)
Attended NAFSA: National Association of International Educators’ Country/Culture workshop, “Turkey: Traversing Tradition and Modernity,” held at Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA (March 2004)
Hosted with Dr. Dick Stanford (Furman Economics) Dr. Gokhan Cetihsaya (Professor of Economics at Istanbul Technical University, speaker at the NAFSA Country/Culture workshop at Georgia Tech) who visited Furman, one of the host institutions sponsoring the workshop (March 2004)
Attended Lily Fellows Program, The Theological Implications of Narrative, at Seattle Pacific University, Seattle, WA (November 2003)
Traveled and studied in Turkey through International Faculty Development Seminar, “Economics, Polity, and Religion in Turkey”; selected by competitive application through Global Partners, an organization consisting of 3 college consortia, including Associated Colleges of the South (June 2002)
Participated in the National Coalition Building Institute diversity seminar (February 2002)
Audited National Endowment for the Hu​mani​ties Semi​nar, Read​ing and Read​er-Ori​ent​ed Theories of Interpre​ta​tion, Fur​man Uni​versi​ty (1984-1985)
Served on Board of Directors, Koinonia of Charlot​tesville, VA (an Ecumenical Institute), (September 1982-May 1984)
HONORS
University of Virginia (graduate)


James A. Skinner Scholar (1982-84)


Governor's Fellowship (1983-84)


Virginia M. Davidge Fellowship, (1982-83)

University of Virginia (undergraduate)


B.A. with High Honors (1974)
PROFESSIONAL SOCIETIES
American Academy of Religion

Southeastern Regional Middle East & Islamic Studies Association (SERMEISS)
Milton Society of America

Society for the Arts in Religious and Theological Studies
GRANTS
Research & Professional Growth grant ($1,700.00) for travel support to the 11th International Milton Symposium at the University of Exeter, Exeter, England (July 2015)
Humanities Development Fund ($6,000) for development of Religion and Art Course (2013)
Furman Faculty Development Grant for Travel to India (2008)

Furman Advantage Research Fellows: Anthony Dominguez & Omar Ahmed (2004)

Furman Advantage Research Fellow: Tracy Wells (2003)

Furman Advantage Research Fellows: Melissa Peterson & Benjamin Coleman (2000)

Affiliate Grant ($6,000.00) from the Harvard Pluralism Project (1998)

Independent Colleges and Universities of South Carolina (Summer 1998)

Furman Advantage Research Fellow: Andrea Mills (Summer 1998)

Furman Advantage Research Fellow: Kristen Bender (Summer 1997)

Furman Advantage Teaching Assistant: Josephine McMullen (Fall 1996)

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE

Teaching
Took 6 students from my Senior Seminar on Religious Pluralism to the 7th Parliament of the World Religions held in Toronto, Canada.  This is an international meeting, held every 2-4 years, for which approximately 10,000 people gather from all over the world representing a rich diversity of religious traditions. For a seminar on religious pluralism, this was an ideal event for students to actually encounter religious diversity beyond merely reading about it in books (November 2018)
Directed Independent Study, “Orthodox Icons,” with Maggie O’Connor (Fall 2019)
Took 6 students from my course on Religious Pluralism (REL 341) to the 6th Parliament of the World Religions held in Salt Lake City, Utah (November 2015)

Directed Independent Study, “Religion and Art,” with Christian Alexandrou, Alynna Knaub, and Sarah Murdaugh (Spring 2017)

Directed Independent Study, “Coptic Christianity,” with Alexander Aboutanos (Fall 2016)
Directed Independent Study, "Religious Pluralism and the Modern Novel," with Michael Mauney (Spring 2015)
Directed Independent Study, “Milton’s Paradise Lost,” with Kate Marley (Spring 2012)

Directed Independent Study, “Islam in Tunisia,” with Austin Whisnant (Summer 2007)
Directed Independent Study, “The Literature of Religious Pluralism” with Tracy Wells (Spring 2003)
Taught 2 classes on Religious Pluralism for OLLIE class offered by Religion Department (Spring 2002)
Taught Summer School: Religions of the World (1984-90; 1993-98; 2000-2013)

Committees


Departmental representative on Humanities Development Fund Committee (2001 to 2008)


Departmental representative on the Ancient Greek and Roman Studies (AGRS) Interdisciplinary Minor Oversight Committee (1997 to 2017)


Departmental representative on National Endowment of the Humanities Grant Committee to develop new programs funded by NEH’s Challenge Grant on “The Humanities in the Digital Age” (98-99; 99-00; 00-01)


Served as representative on Furman Humanities Review Editorial Board (2003-2004)


Study Away


Co-directed Study Away June X program 2019 (Italy & Switzerland)


Co-directed Study Away May X program 2019 (Israel & Jordan)


Directed 8 Study Away May X programs 2011(Turkey), 2012 (Turkey), 2014 (Turkey), 2015 (Turkey), 2016 (Southern Italy & Sicily), 2017 (Greece), 2018 (Russia), 2019


Co-directed Study Away Semester program to India (Fall 2009)

Co-directed 3 Departmental Eastern Mediterranean Study Away programs to Turkey, Greece, & Italy (Winter Terms 2003, 2005, 2006)

Religion Majors
Religion major advising (1996 to present)

Coach senior Religion major respondents to faculty papers for Religion Department Spring Colloquia (2008 to present)

Other
Organized a Furman Engaged panel, “The 2018 Parliament of the World's Religions: Reflections on Approaches for Interfaith Dialogue,” for the 6 students from my Senior Seminar whom I took to the Parliament of the World’s Religions in Toronto, Canada in November 2018 (April 2019)
Co-Authored department’s “Friendly” Amendment to Ultimate Questions description for new curriculum (spring 2006)
Departmental Scribe (2003-2004)
Revised and edited department’s brochure for Public Relations Office (2002-2003)
Departmental representative at Furman Scholars Day (April 2001)
Responsible for departmental news board (1998 to 2020)
Departmental library representative (Fall 1999)

UNIVERSITY SERVICE
Committees


Chair, Ancient Greek and Roman Studies Interdisciplinary Minor (2017-2021)

May X Committee (2016-2019)

Faculty Development Committee (2016-2017)

Curriculum Committee (2010-2013)
Ad Hoc Humanities Working Group, charged with reinventing the Humanities program at Furman (07-08; 08-09)

Ad Hoc CLP Committee, charged with studying Furman’s Cultural Life Program and making recommendation to faculty in light of new calendar and curriculum (Fall 2006 to Winter 2007) 


Acting Chair, Humanities Development Fund Committee (January 2006 to May 2006)

Fringe Benefits Committee (98-99; 99-00)

Student Life


Faculty sponsor for the Orthodox Christian Fellowship (2013 to present)

Faculty sponsor for Club Basketball Team (2017 to present)
Participated in the Lily Center’s Partner’s Program, a mentoring program that gives students an opportunity to meet several times during the year with a faculty member to engage in intentional conversation about “life directions, meanings, and choices” (2012-2013)

Participated in Lilly Center’s LIVE!Partners program (08-09)

Academic Reading Community (1999; 2000; 2001; 2003; 2006)


Furman contact person for Turkey Semester Abroad, a student program administered by Global Partners, sponsored by the Associated Colleges of the South, the Great Lakes College Association, and the Mid-West College Association (2003 to 2007)


Facilitated creation of Interfaith at Furman, a student-led interfaith group, with Religion and English major, Tracy Wells (2001-2002)


Faculty sponsor for Interfaith at Furman (2001 to 2006)

Faculty sponsor for Muslim Student Association (97-98; 98-99; 99-00)
Facilitated creation of Furman chapter of Muslim Student Association (MSA) with Muslim student, Shaza Fadel (97-98)

Teaching

Lifelong Learning Courses



Religions of the World (2001; 2003; 2006)



Murder She Wrote (1994)

FULIR Program: Lecture on Islam for Comparative Religions Course (November 2004)

Advising


Freshman advisor (1993t o present)
Other

“Online Teaching Essentials” with Michelle McGibbney Vlahoulis of Arizona State University (August 2020). Virtual attendance

Served as outside reader for Caroline Daly’s Neuroscience Research Project (April 2019)


Hosted 7 prospective students at different times in my REL 125 class (Spring Semester 2018)

Presented a mock class for 8 incoming Japanese exchange students (January 2018)


Presented a mock class as part of International Student Orientation (August 2017)

Helped Dr. Akan Malici (Political Science) host CLP program with Mustafa Akyol, the Turkish intellectual and writer (Spring 2016)
Participated in a workshop on teaching English as a Second Language for purpose of taking part in a new approach to help international students in the FYS program during 2013-2014 academic year (July 2013) 

Participated in the Third-Year Review of Dr. Gretchen Braun (English) by attending several of her classes during spring semester 2012 and then writing a letter of support (March 2012-January 2013)

Furman Representative, Board of Ecumenical Institute, an interfaith organization sponsored by Furman, Belmont Abbey, Mepkin Abbey, Wake Forest University (2004 to 2007)
Participated in 2-day Humanities Workshop to examine and revise the Freshman Humanities sequence, Humanities 11, 12, 13 (August 2002)

Helped organize and host visit by Dr. Anthony Yu, Furman’s Phi Beta Lecturer (October 2001)

Initiated and organized visit of Lisa Wagner of Still Point Theater, Chicago, IL to perform the play, Haunted by God: The Life of Dorothy Day, for CLP event (October 2000)

Participated on panel at Faculty Retreat and spoke on “Discovering What Really Matters: Dealing with External Pressures” (September 2000)


Helped with distribution of New York Times to Furman faculty & students (1991 to 2019)
COMMUNITY SERVICE
Greenville Faith Communities United (GFCU), later the Interfaith Forum (a local interfaith organization)
Elected to a 3-year term as a board member of the Interfaith Forum, Greenville's interfaith organization.  I have been extensively involved in Interfaith Forum (once Greenville Faith Communities United) in the past, and this post returns me to service in a vital community organization (2014).
Served on Board of Interfaith Forum, Greenville, SC (2009-2010)

Served on Nominating Committee of Interfaith Forum, Greenville, SC (2009-1010)


Helped organize 2nd Annual Interfaith Prayer Service (May 2009)
Helped organize, introduce, and moderate discussion of community screening of Divided We Fall, a documentary about post-9/11 violence (March 2009)
Helped organize and served as moderator for Dinner Dialogue (an exercise in interfaith understanding), held in conjunction with the Amazing Faiths Project based in Houston, Texas (November 2008)

Elected to 2-year term on the Board (May 2006)


Chair of Interfaith Dialogue Task Force (01-05)


Member of Board (03-08)


Member of Executive Board (00-03)


Vice-chair of Programming (00-01)

Served on committee to plan GFCU’s Millennium Convocation at Daniel Chapel (November 1999)

Community Speaking Engagements After 9/11

Lectured on Islam at Memorial United Methodist Church, Greer (September 2002)

Presented 2-part lecture/discussion series on Islam at Christ Church Episcopal, Greenville (April 2002)

Lectured on Islam at North Greenville Rotary Club, Greenville (March 2002)


Lectured on Islam at St. Mark United Methodist Church, Seneca (February 2002)


Lectured on Islam at Greenville Senior High Academy, Greenville (January 2002)

Organized for GFCU and lectured in 3-part lecture series, “Understanding Islam in Greenville, America, and Around the World,” (October-November 2001)


Lectured on Islam at First Christian Church, Greenville (October 2001)

Served as panelist for “Newsroom Diversity: Greenville’s Muslim Community” at The Greenville News, with members of local Muslim community to help editors and reporters better understand Islam (October 2001)


Lectured on Islam at Pleasantburg Rotary Club, Greenville (September 2001)

Served as panelist on Islam with Clemson political science professors at Greenville Tech, Greenville (September 2001)

Interviewed on television Channel 7 (WSPA) about Islam and terrorism (September 2001)
Other Community Speaking Engagements and Service
Served on Board of The Ecumenical Institute of the Carolinas, an ecumenical and interfaith organization sponsored by Furman University, Wake Forest University, Belmont Abby College, and Mepkin Abby (2009-2013)
Attended dinner/program on Ramadan sponsored by the South Carolina Dialogue Foundation (July 2013)
Moderated a local Dinner Dialogue, a program of Greenville’s Interfaith Forum.   The Dinner Dialogues are a nationwide program developed by The Amazing Faiths Project, an interfaith organization run by The Boniuk Center for Religious Tolerance at Rice University (September 2011)
Led 3 discussion sessions of classic detective fiction stories at Pickens County Library, Easley, SC, for community outreach program (June, July, August 2011)
Presented talk on Islam for the “Lunch-Laugh-and-Learn” series for the Development Office, Furman University (February 2011)
Presented 4-part series on Islam to adult Sunday School classes at Trinity Presbyterian Church, Travelers Rest, SC (September-October 2010)
Presented lecture, “The NYC Mosque Debate,” for Furman’s community High Noon series at the FYI Center in downtown Greenville (September 2010)
Led book discussion and program for Vista House Servant Scholars, part of the Mere Christianity Forum (August 2010)
Participated as a consultant for Greenville Tech in development of its Middle Eastern Studies Program (June 2010)
Served as facilitator for a conflict resolution program for international students at Greenville Tech (February 2010)
Presented paper on Islam in Iran as part of a symposium, “Islam and the West,” held by the Senior Lawyers Division at the 2010 South Carolina Bar Convention, Kiawah Island, SC (January 2010)
Served as facilitator for Greenville Tech’s International Exchange Student Interfaith Dinner Series, sponsored by Greenville Tech’s International Education Center (September 2009)
Organized 5-part series, “Life in the Spirit: The Pillars of Islam and the Spiritual Disciplines of Christianity,” First Baptist Church, Greenville; taught 3 of the sessions with Mazen Abushanab, President of the Islamic Society of Greenville (February-March 2008)

Lectured at Greenville Tech for Near East and South Asia Undergraduate Exchange Program (NESA) students in Dr. Veena Khandke’s class (October 2008)

Lectured on “Faith in the Upstate,” at Greenville Tech for Near East and South Asia Undergraduate Exchange Program (NESA) students in Dr. Veena Khandke’s class (October 2007)
Presented 4-part Lenten series at St. John in the Wilderness Episcopal Church, Flat Rock, NC (February-March 2007)

Taught 6-part Religions of the World series for adult members of St. John in the Wilderness Episcopal Church, Flat Rock, NC (October-November 2006)

Taught Islam and Buddhism (4 sessions) for adult Sunday School class, First Baptist Church, Greenville (September-October 2006)

Taught 4-part series on Religions of the World at Earle Street Baptist Church, Greenville (October-November 2005)

Presented lecture on Islam for students in Teaching Fellows program under direction of Dr. Anne Shelley, Professor of Education at the University of South Carolina Upstate.  Helped arrange group’s visit to the Greenville Mosque and accompanied them during the prayer session (Spring 2004)

Taught Islam and Hinduism (3 sessions) for adults at Trinity Lutheran Church, Greenville (spring 2004)

Presented program on Isak Dinesen’s Babette’s Feast at meeting of Theologs, an upstate organization for Baptist ministers and professors of religion, Greenville (Spring 2004)

Spoke on Christianity at Greenville Faith Communities United program, “Light vs. Darkness as Seen by the World’s Religions,” at Beth Israel Synagogue (December 2003)

Taught Buddhism (4 sessions) for adult Sunday School class, First Baptist Church, Greenville (April 2003)

Taught session on Eastern Orthodoxy, Symbolism within the Sacraments, First Baptist Church, Greenville (October 2002)

Organized a community-wide Interfaith Service of Remembrance of 9/11, sponsored by Greenville Faith Communities United, held at Beth Israel Synagogue (September 2002)
Served as panelist for “Not in Our Town: Upstate Community Conference and Rally,” Disciples United Methodist Church, Greenville (August 2002)

Presented 2-part lecture series The Challenges of Religious Pluralism in America, First Baptist Church, Greenville (May 2002)

Spoke on Religious Pluralism at General Assembly of Greenville Faith Communities United, Greenville (March 2002)

Facilitated organization of and participated in GFCU’s “Fall Forum: Honoring Creation,” Furman University (November 2001)

Organized for GFCU 3-part lecture series, “Understanding Islam in Greenville, America, and Around the World” (October-November 2001)

Organized, hosted, and participated in a six-week GFCU interfaith program, Understanding the Upstate’s Diverse Religious Communities, Greenville Tech (September-October 2000)

Lectured on Islam at Greenville Tech as part of interfaith series, One Community, Many Faiths, funded by the South Carolina Humanities Council (February 1999)

Other Community Activities
Served on School Portfolio Committee for Greenville Senior High Academy to develop a new mission statement (2002-2003)

First Baptist Church, Greenville


Served as principal teacher of Hope Adult Sunday School class (2009 to 2017)

Taught 4 classes in Hope Sunday School Class on my India Trip (November 2008)


Taught 4 classes in Rose Sunday School Class on Islam (October 2008)

Taught 4 classes in Carson Sunday School Class on Islam (September 2008)
Taught Five Pillars Lenten Series (February-March 2008)
Taught 5 classes in Hope Sunday School Class on Religions of World (Jan.-Feb.. 2009)

Grants Committee (appointed 2006)


Youth Committee (appointed January 2006)


 Deacon (1994-1997)

 Sunday School teacher in Children’s Division (95-96; 96-97; 97-98; 98-99; 00-01; 03-04; 04-05; 05-06)


 Children’s Ministries Committee (00-05)


 Task Force on Associate Membership (00-02)


 Kindergarten Committee (98-00)

