Finding What You Need From Congress.gov

Step 1- go to https://www.congress.gov
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The first thing that you and your students need to do is to create an account. This will enable you to save searches and do many helpful things that will help you build your research.  If you click the “Sign In” link in the upper right corner of the page, you can register and then be able to save your searches.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Step 2 – Spend some time exploring current legislation. (note: There are also several helpful videos on Legislative Process that you can show your students before starting the actual research.)
There is a convenient search window that is easily used. 
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To search for legislation, if you are not sure what to look for, you can click on one of the links under “Bill Searches and Lists,” which will take you to another page where can narrow down your search by various criteria. For example, you can look for bills by issue such as “Healthcare” or “Environmental Protection.” You then narrow down your search criteria to focus on a particular piece of legislation that interests you.
You can also choose to narrow your search to bills that have already been signed into law. This anables you to shorten the time it will take to complete this lesson.





[image: C:\Users\MyPrecious\Desktop\Legislative_Search_Results_Congress.gov_Library_of_Congress_-_2014-09-30_15.07.52.png]You will see how many bills related to your chosen topic. For example, in the picture to the left, you will see that there were 3 bills that passed relating to Environmental Protection, and one that related to Education.
If you click on one of the topics, you will be presented with those bills (see image below).














In the image below, note that you have a great deal of information relating to who introduced the bill, and how if moved through its journey to becoming a law. You can click on the link to the law and see its actual content then.

[image: C:\Users\MyPrecious\Desktop\Legislative_Search_Results_Congress.gov_Library_of_Congress_-_2014-09-30_15.15.29.png]
image1.png
-

CONGRESS.GOV

MostViewed Bills

H.J Res 124 [113th] Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2015
HR 1091 [113th] Life at Conception Act
S.84[113th] Paycheck Faimess Act

Current Legislative Activities

Next Meeting: Nov. 12, 2014
Previous Meeting: Sept. 19, 2014

Next Meeting: Oct. 15, 2014
Previous Meeting: Sept. 18, 2014

il Searches and Lists
Introduced | Public Laws 113th Congress (2013-2014)
Active Ledislation (Senate.gov Finding Aid)

Appropriations

Eprint

Subscribe

Share/Save G)Give Feedback

The Legislative Process
Treaties

Nine ideos explain each ofthe

common leqislative stages, and

thatthe process by which a bill

becomes lawis rarely predictable

Search for treaties on the
THOMAS site.

News and Programs

‘The Civl Rights Act of 1964: A
Lona Strugle for Freedom

» lagna Carta & the American




image2.png
CONGRESS.GOV

Legislation | Congressional Record | Committees | Members | Browse About  Giossary  Resources  Help  ContactUs

Current Legislation =] | | Examples: hrs, sreso, “heatth care Advanced | Tips

MostViewed Bills

Searches and Lists
H.J Res 124 [113th] Continuing Appropriations Resolution, 2015

HR 1091 [113th] Life at Conception Act
S.84[113th] Paycheck Faimess Act

Introduced | Public Laws 113th Congress (2013-2014)
Active Ledislation (Senate.gov Finding Aid)
Appropriations




image3.png
[Emergency llanagement

Environmental Protection €]
‘Science, Technology, Communications €]
Congress 2]
Finance and Financial Sector @
Labor and Employment 2]
Law 2]
Agriculture and Food m
Atts, Culture, Religion m
Civil Rights and Liberties, Minoriy Issues m
Education m
Housing and Community Development m

ShowLess »

ind T





image4.png
1011 Sortby | Law Number - Descending [ 60 Resultsperpage 25 [] 6O

Law
H.R.1911 — 113th Congress (2013-2014)

Bipartisan Student Loan Certainty Act of 2013

Sponsor: Rep.Kiine, John [R-MN-2] (Infroduced 05/09/2013)

Committees: House - Education and the Workorce, Budget

Committes Reports: H. Rept 113-82

Latest Action: 0810912013 Became Public Law No: 113-28.

Tracker: Introduced  Passed House - Passed Senate - Resoling Differences  To President

<l | Results perpage| 25 [x






Finding What You Need F


rom Congress.gov


 


 


Step 1


-


 


go to 


http


s


://www.congress.gov


 


 


 


The first thing that you and your students need to do is to 


create an account


. This will en


able you to save 


searches and do


 


many helpful things that will help you build your research. 


 


If you click the 


“


Sign In


”


 


link in 


t


he upper right corner of the page, you can register and then be able to save your searches.


 


 


Step 2


 


–


 


Spend 


some time exploring current legislation. (note: There are also several helpful videos on 


Legislative Process that you can show your students before


 


starting the actual research.)


 


There is a convenient search window that is easily used. 


 


 


To search for legislation, if you are not sure what to look for, you can click on one of the links under 


“


Bill 


Searches and Lists,


”


 


which will take you to another


 


page where can narrow down your search by various 


criteria. For example, you can look for bills by issue such as 


“


Healthcare


”


 


or 


“


Environmental Protection


.


”


 


You then narrow down your search criteria to focus on a particular piece of legislation that i


nterests you.


 


You can also choose to narrow your search to bills that have already been signed into law. This anables you 


to shorten the time it will take to complete this lesson.


 


 




Finding What You Need F rom Congress.gov     Step 1 -   go to  http s ://www.congress.gov       The first thing that you and your students need to do is to  create an account . This will en able you to save  searches and do   many helpful things that will help you build your research.    If you click the  “ Sign In ”   link in  t he upper right corner of the page, you can register and then be able to save your searches.     Step 2   –   Spend  some time exploring current legislation. (note: There are also several helpful videos on  Legislative Process that you can show your students before   starting the actual research.)   There is a convenient search window that is easily used.      To search for legislation, if you are not sure what to look for, you can click on one of the links under  “ Bill  Searches and Lists, ”   which will take you to another   page where can narrow down your search by various  criteria. For example, you can look for bills by issue such as  “ Healthcare ”   or  “ Environmental Protection . ”   You then narrow down your search criteria to focus on a particular piece of legislation that i nterests you.   You can also choose to narrow your search to bills that have already been signed into law. This anables you  to shorten the time it will take to complete this lesson.    

