																	OLLI Notes
September 4, 2026
OLLI Office Hours are
Monday-Thursday 8:30-5 p.m.
Friday 8:30-4 p.m.
864.294.2998
The OLLI office will be closed for the Labor Day Holiday, Monday, September 7.
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There is still time to
register for Fall26!
If a class is full, please join the waitlist. If you receive a spot, you’ll receive an email from our registration system.
Need to drop a course? Please call support at 864.293.7116 or contact the office.  
Switching a course? Please call the office.
Take Note of these Course Changes:

Into to Toastmasters has been cancelled
Barn Quilting 2 has been cancelled.
Story of the World  cancelled.
Forgotten Presidents cancelled.
Challenges of Being an Expat cancelled.
A new section of The Great Transition: Understanding the A.I. Revolution on  Wednesdays @ 9 a.m. is OPEN.
ENROLL HERE!
A new section of Paul, The Man, The Writer, The Influencer on Tuesdays@3:15  is OPEN.
ENROLL HERE!









				OLLI@ Furman Take Note

Plan to join us in kicking off the
new term at our

Back to OLLI Fall Reception on Thursday, September 10, 3 - 4:30 p.m. at the Herring Center.  We will enjoy refreshments and fellowship at  OLLI!

New to OLLI?
New Member Orientation will be held September 10, 2:30 p.m. in HC110.

Planning to be a Class Liaison?
Class Liaison Training
will be held September 10, 1:30 p.m.



Parking Permits for the 26/27 calendar year are available in the OLLI office. You may plan to pick a pass up at the Back to OLLI Fall Reception or in the Manly Lobby during the first week of classes. Passes will be available in the OLLI office throughout the Fall26 term. You will find a printable form HERE on the OLLI website.
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StraightTalk begins next week. Tickets are limited, purchase now!
September 8, 15, 22 | 6:30-7:45 p.m. | McAlister Auditorium
Artificial intelligence is reshaping American life. It influences cost of living, what information we trust, how decisions are made, and how we work, learn, and interact.
Each session of StraightTalk 2026 will explore both the concerns and the possibilities of AI in everyday life. Designed for students, educators, workers, community leaders, and engaged citizens, the series focuses on shared American values - opportunity, accountability, and human dignity - and affirms the power of people to shape the tools impacting our lives.
Session I: Ethics & Power, September 8
Session II: Democracy & Trust, September 15
Session III: Work & Education, September 22
Ticket information: Purchase HERE on EventBrite (credit card) or in the OLLI office (cash or check.) $15 per individual session; OLLI members: $25 for the series. Registration is required.
Please direct any questions to OLLI@furman.edu or call the OLLI office.  

Presented by The Riley Institute and Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Furman University







		Visit HERE for more information about StraightTalk 2026



	




		 




			

History in a Hurry

Celebrating America250, one small spark at a time!





America’s Oldest City
It’s not Jamestown—or even Plymouth.  The oldest continuously inhabited European-founded city in the U.S. is St. Augustine, Florida, founded by Spanish explorers in 1565.  That’s 42 years before Jamestown and more than 50 years before the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock.  It’s a little older, and a little saltier—with centuries of stories.







		 




			OLLI Happenings
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Friday Bonus Events
The following bonus events for September 18 currently have openings. Click the link to enroll.
Laughter is the Best Medicine, 10 a.m.-Noon
Navigating the AI Frontier in Photography, 10 a.m.- Noon

Please note registration for Bonus Events open on Thursday at 3 p.m. two weeks prior to the event.
The BTE registration schedule for Fall 26 may be found in your brochure or online HERE.


All OLLI members are invited to attend a reception for the Crabtree Wall Photography Fall exhibit, "My Wilderness," Thursday, September 10, 3 p.m. in the Crabtree Room, HC110. George Lee, a custom printer and fine art photographer who creates elegant images of nature, was the juror for the exhibit and will offer remarks on his selections at the reception. The exhibit called on photographers to submit photos of wilderness that show what makes it meaningful and remarkable to them.

 
Stars, Stripes & Smarts!
OLLI All-American Trivia Night
Wednesday, September 30
4 – 6  p.m.
Herring Center
Do you know which state is known as the Last Frontier?
Can you name the artist who recorded "American Pie"?
Remember enough U.S. history to help your team claim victory? There's only one way to find out!
The OLLI @ Furman Social Committee invites you to join your OLLI friends for
our All-American Trivia Night, a spirited afternoon of friendly competition
led by OLLI member and instructor David Johnson. We'll explore everything from history and geography to music, sports, pop culture, famous Americans, and a few surprises along the way.
Whether you're a trivia enthusiast or simply looking for a fun way to spend an afternoon with fellow OLLI members, this event is designed to be enjoyable, welcoming, and social.
How It Works
· Register individually or as a pair.
· We'll randomly assign teams.
· Work together to answer a variety of  all-American trivia questions.
· Compete for bragging rights and prizes!
(No need to recruit a team. In fact, you can't! Part of the fun is meeting new people and combining your collective knowledge.)
Your $20 reservation includes:
· Trivia competition
· Wine
· Light hors d'oeuvres
· Prizes for the winning team
Reservations and payment must be made by September 22.
You may register:
· Online using the link below
· In the OLLI office
· By calling 864-294-2998 with a credit card
Space is limited and this event is expected to fill quickly.
Reserve your spot today and get ready to show off your all-American knowledge!
Register Here: OLLI Trivia Registration
 



Ringing Chimes Is a Joy! There is a sense of challenge and pride in ringing hand chimes. Discovering how to make music with a group of dedicated ringers brings both excitement and satisfaction. The Olli Chimes invites you to consider joining with us as we begin preparations for the Christmas season. If you can read music we can teach you to ring. Beginning September 14, OLLI Chimes rehearse on Mondays from 1:30-3 p.m. If you are interested in a fun and challenging experience, email hsheldentimmerman@gmail.com and prepare to share the joy.

Out & About Solos SIG Fall Planning Meeting will be held for current and new members. Please plan to attend on Friday, September 18 at 2:30 PM in room HC104 as plans are made for the upcoming semester activities. Please RSVP, if you are new, to Vanessa Vestergaard at vanessavav4@ gmail.com or Melody Breen at mbreen@charter.net

OLLI Players Auditions: Suite Surrender
The OLLI Players will hold auditions for Suite Surrender on Friday, September 18, 2026, at 10 a.m. in Room 003.Set in a high-end hotel in 1942, Suite Surrender is a fast-paced farce filled with mistaken identities, chaos, and plenty of laughs. The show has 9 characters—5 women and 4 men.
Scripts will be available at the auditions, so there is no need to prepare a selection in advance.
The production will have four performances in March 2027. Come join the fun and audition for Suite Surrender!

The OLLI Stamp Collecting SIG will meet on Tuesday, September 29 from 12:20-1:20 in Room 105 of the Herring Center. There will be a presentation about U.S. Airmail, show and tell time, lots of stamps to look at, and door prizes. If you have any questions please contact Lynn Duncan at echoes92@charter.net.
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Come Travel with OLLI @ Furman!
Whether you're looking for a few hours of exploration, a multi-day domestic adventure, or an unforgettable international journey, OLLI has a travel experience for you. Join fellow OLLI members as we learn, discover, and connect through thoughtfully planned excursions near and far. Our Travel Committee is always at work researching destinations and planning the next great adventure. 
Contact Heidi Wright in the OLLI Office to learn more.
Abingdon & Barter Theatre Day Trip
Thursday, October 1, 2026
Limit: 12
Join us for a delightful fall day trip aboard a luxury small coach with Globe Treks as we travel to charming Abingdon, Virginia. Our day begins with a mid-morning departure from the OLLI @ Furman parking lot (approximately 8:15 a.m.), with complimentary snacks and beverages provided en route.
We'll enjoy a relaxed lunch at Aubrey's Restaurant in nearby Bristol, Virginia, before heading to the historic Barter Theatre, designated the State Theatre of Virginia, for a matinee performance of Come From Away. This acclaimed Broadway musical shares the remarkable true story of the residents of Gander, Newfoundland, who welcomed thousands of stranded travelers in the wake of September 11, offering a powerful and uplifting glimpse into human kindness during a time of crisis.
Following the performance, we'll return to Greenville, arriving at the OLLI @ Furman parking lot at approximately 7:00 p.m.
Cost: $205 per person and includes transportation, theater ticket, and lunch.
Exploring the Revolutionary War in South Carolina
November 16–20, 2026
Limit: 24
Let's embark on a driving tour of the Palmetto State, taking in sites and stories that support South Carolina's new license plate tagline: Where the Revolutionary War Was Won! We'll travel by comfortable motorcoach for five days and four nights, exploring some of the state's most significant Revolutionary War sites and stories.
Travel with local historians and expert guides as we follow the dramatic events that shaped the Revolutionary War in South Carolina, from the fall of Charleston and the rise of Francis Marion to the pivotal victories at Kings Mountain and Cowpens and the turbulent aftermath that followed.
Highlights include visits to iconic South Carolina sites, including Charleston, Middleton Place, Camden, Brattonsville, Kings Mountain, and more; presentations by local experts; and comfortable accommodations, including two nights at the Francis Marion Hotel in Charleston and one night each in Camden and Rock Hill.
Trip Price: $2,575 per person (double occupancy); single supplement $475. Includes private motorcoach transportation, driver gratuity, four nights' accommodations with breakfast, four lunches, three dinners, and all group touring. (Trip insurance, alcoholic beverages, and other meals are not included.)
Registration for these fall OLLI travel opportunities are NOW OPEN! Payment may be made by check, cash, or credit card. Sign up in the OLLI Office or call 864.294.2998 to reserve your spot with a credit card.
Refund Policy: We understand that plans sometimes change. Refunds for OLLI day trips may be possible if we are able to fill your spot, less a 20% administrative fee. Because overnight and extended travel programs involve varying vendor commitments, each trip will have its own cancellation and refund policy. Please contact the OLLI Office for details.
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The Furman Department of Music will present the Hartness Organ Recital featuring Sarah Wannamaker, organist at First Presbyterian Church, Thursday, Sept. 10, at 7:30 p.m. in Daniel Memorial Chapel. The event is free and open to the public.

The Tocqueville Center will be hosting an America and the World conversation on Friday, September 18, 5-7:30 p.m in McAlister Auditorium,  with the 13th president of Finland and Furman alumnus President Alexander Stubb  and the Commander of the U.S. Cyber Command, Director of the National Security Agency and Furman alumnus General Joshua Rudd ’93. Gain clarity on our messy world from two of the best-placed decision makers with a global perspective—who both happen to be Furman alumni!
Audience members will be encouraged to join the conversation by submitting questions to a screening panel. Details and registration link Register Here!

Please note: A no bag policy and other security screening measures will be in effect for this event.








		 




			Upcoming in the Upstate
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Join GCCA, Greenville Center for the Creative Arts the first Friday of the month for NightShifts. Every month you can enjoy new gallery exhibitions, studio artists, performing arts series, demos, and more. It is free to attend and open to all ages. September 4, 5-8 p.m. will feature commUNITY: A Canvas of Greenville Cultures, an Art School Show, Art Nook and live poetry readings by Gloria Bayne and others. Discover more details HERE.

The Greenville Concert Band will perform at Music in the Park September, 11 6:30 p.m. in Trailblazer Park, Travelers Rest.  Bring a lawn chair and relax enjoying fantastic live music! Learn more HERE.

Greenville Little Theatre will kick off the season with Titanic the Musical, September 11-27!
The Tony-award winning best musical follows the real-life crew and passengers “Sail On” the ill-fated RMS Titanic. Different from the movie, this historical ensemble-driven drama brings the ill-fated maiden voyage to life. Human connection and dreams collide with destiny in this sweeping Tony award-winning score. Don’t miss your chance to see this moving portrait of hope, loss, and courage. Tickets and showtimes ONLINE HERE!

Foothills Philharmonic will host its Opening Night  on Saturday, Sep 19 at 7p.m. It will be a program of pure, unapologetic, undeniably American music that captures the soul of America. Aaron Copeland and more. The Hartness Performing Arts Center at Christ Church Episcopal School, 245 Cavailer Dr, Greenville. Join us at the after-concert reception and get to know the musicians over food and conversation. foothillsphilharmonic.org – great orchestral music, parking and reception – all absolutely FREE!
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