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January 2026 Grant Newsletter
 
Updates

Happy New Year!

Two new training requirements related to proposals and funded awards came into effect in October 2025: Research Security Training (multiple federal agencies) and NIH’s training related to completion of the Other Support section of proposals. Policy 092.1 was recently updated to cover required trainings as part of submitted proposals/funded awards. You can find all of our research training resources, including research security on our website.

The 2026 Furman Scholarship Reception will be Friday, February 13, 2026 in the Blackwell Atrium of the James B. Duke Library. You are invited and encouraged to submit your scholarly and/or creative works at Scholarship Submission Form by Friday, January 16, 2026.
As a reminder, please complete the Proposal Review and Clearance Form and send along with the narrative and budget (if required) to the Grants Office seven business days prior to the deadline to ensure time for internal review prior to submission. 


Grant Opportunities
 Please let us know if anything sparks your interest or if you would like our help identifying potential funders. – Michelle and Bri


Network for Vocation in Undergraduate Education (NetVUE): Vocation Across the Academy Grants
**LIMITED SUBMISSION** Furman is allowed one submission. If you are interested, you must email michelle.epp@furman.edu by February 15th. If multiple groups are interested in this opportunity, an internal review will determine Furman’s submission.

One major purpose of an undergraduate education in the liberal arts is to help students shape a philosophy of life. At the same time, undergraduates today are increasingly preoccupied with postgraduate employment. The purpose of this grant program is to help colleges and universities develop more effective ways to strengthen the link between these two purposes of undergraduate education. It is designed to support institutions in their efforts to expand vocational exploration and discernment programs across the curriculum and co-curricular programs, with the following goals: (a) to help students develop more effective links between developing a philosophy of life and preparing for a career; (b) to include more faculty and students in the work of vocational exploration and discernment; and, in some cases, (c) to build connections with community partners, such as local businesses, nonprofits, and other community organizations. Vocation across the Academy Grants develop institution-wide undergraduate initiatives that expand vocational exploration and discernment programs across the liberal arts and applied professional fields. These grants provide three years of funding (2026–2029) for projects that last a minimum of four years, and that the institution plans to sustain. 
Award amount: Up to $65,000 for use in the first year; those that raise an equal amount in new matching funds from third-party sources will receive a second installment equal to the amount of the match (up to $65,000) for use in the second and third year.
Deadline: March 27, 2026

Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation: Grants
The Dominion Energy Charitable Foundation awards grants in 4 focus areas:
· Basic Human Needs - provide critical services to meet the needs of people and the communities we serve 
· Community Vitality - support programs that create opportunities for underserved communities, foster economic and community development, and provide access to arts and cultural activities
· Education and Workforce Development - support educational efforts from early childhood through higher education, and programs to develop the capacity of the future workforce, especially in STEM and energy fields
· Environmental Stewardship - support programs that educate students and the public about environmental science, protect and preserve natural habitats, improve open spaces and make nature accessible
Award amount: $1,000 - $15,000
Deadline: February 20, 2026

Samuel H. Kress Foundation: History of Art Grants
The History of Art Grants program supports scholarly projects that will enhance the appreciation and understanding of European works of art and architecture from antiquity to the early 19th century. Grants are awarded to projects, including those incorporating the use of digital methodologies and tools, that create and disseminate specialized knowledge, such as archival projects, development and dissemination of scholarly databases, documentation projects, museum exhibitions and publications, photographic campaigns, scholarly catalogues and publications, and technical and scientific studies.
Deadline: March 1, 2026 and September 1, 2026 for Letter of Intent

National Science Foundation: Mid-Career Advancement (MCA)
The MCA program offers an opportunity for scientists and engineers at the mid-career stage (see restrictions under Additional Eligibility Information) to substantively enhance and advance their research program and career trajectory. Mid-career scientists are at a critical career transition stage where they need to advance their research programs to ensure long-term productivity and creativity but are often constrained by service, teaching, or other activities that limit the amount of time devoted to research. The MCA program provides protected time, resources, and the means to gain new skills through synergistic and mutually beneficial partnerships, typically at an institution other than the candidate's home institution. Partners from outside the Principal Investigator's (PI) own subdiscipline or discipline are encouraged, but not required, to enhance interdisciplinary networking and convergence across science and engineering fields. Research projects that envision new insights on existing problems or identify new problems made accessible with cutting-edge methodology or expertise from other fields are encouraged. A key component of a successful MCA will be the demonstration that the PI's current research program could substantively benefit from the protected time, mentored partnership(s), and resources provided through this program, such that there is a substantial enhancement to the PI's research and career trajectory, enabling scientific and academic advancement not likely without this support. The MCA is the only cross-directorate NSF program specifically aimed at providing protected time and resources to established scientists and engineers targeted at the mid-career stage. Participating programs in the Directorates for Biological Sciences (BIO), Geosciences (GEO), Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences (SBE), and Education and Human Resources (EHR) will accept MCA proposals.
Award amount: Various
Deadline: March 2, 2026

American Philosophical Society: Short-Term Resident Research Fellowships
The American Philosophical Society's Library & Museum in Philadelphia invites applications for short-term residential research fellowships. These funding opportunities provide 1- to 3- months of support for researchers in residence and are open to scholars in all fields who show a demonstrated need to use the Library & Museum’s collections for their project. Approximately 25-30 short-term fellowships are awarded each year.The APS's Library & Museum’s collections make it among the premier institutions for documenting and exhibiting the history of the American Revolution and founding, the history of science from Newton to NASA, and Indigenous languages and cultures. The Society’s collections include more than 14 million pages of manuscripts, 275,000 bound volumes, 250,000 images, thousands of hours of audio tape, and 3,360 three-dimensional artifacts and fine art objects.
Award amount: $3,000/month for minimum of one and maximum of three months.
Deadline: March 2, 2026

American Chemical Society Petroleum Research Fund: Multiple
The Petroleum Research Fund is an endowed fund, managed by the American Chemical Society that supports fundamental research directly related to petroleum or fossil fuels at nonprofit institutions (generally colleges and universities) in the United States and other countries.
· Undergraduate Research Grants: The Undergraduate Research (UR) grants program provides funding for scientists and engineers with established programs of research at non-doctoral departments. UR grants are used to illustrate proof of principle. Amount: $70,000 over 3 years
· Undergraduate New Investigator Grants: Undergraduate New Investigator (UNI) grants provide funds for scientists and engineers who are beginning their independent careers in academia and have limited or no preliminary results for a research project they wish to pursue. The UNI grants are to be used to illustrate proof of principle. Amount: $55,000 over 2 years
Deadline: March 6, 2026

Schmidt Sciences: 2026 Humanities and Artificial Intelligence Virtual Institute (HAVI)
Schmidt Sciences’ Humanities and Artificial Intelligence Virtual Institute (HAVI) is a philanthropic initiative which intends to spur innovative, domain-specific research outcomes from humanities scholars through the integral application of AI-inspired tools and techniques as well as produce insights from the humanities that will advance the development of AI. Schmidt Sciences is requesting proposals to the Humanities and AI Virtual Institute (HAVI), aimed at fostering research in the digital humanities with a particular focus on artificial intelligence. Ideal projects will have co-PIs with expertises from both the humanities and AI and will address research questions from both domains. This request is open to universities and non-profits globally.
Award amount: Level I: $100,000 - $299,999 (new projects without record of past success)
		  Level II: $300,000 - $800,000 (scaling up and expanding mature projects)
Deadline: March 13, 2026

ACLS: Luce/ACLS Collaborative Grant in China Studies
Between 2021 and 2023, ACLS engaged in a series of strategic planning activities bringing together more than 100 scholars, administrators, journalists, librarians, curators, artists, and readers of research and writing on China through steering committees, focus groups, institutes, and more. In response to the challenges identified in these consultations, ACLS is offering a collaborative grant for innovative pilot activities that initiate long-term transformative change in the field of China studies. [current information on website is from 2025 competition; updates expected shortly]
Award amount: $150,000
Deadline: Anticipated April 1, 2026
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