[image: ]
[image: ]

[image: ]

FIRST YEAR CHINESE STUDIES EXPERIENCE (FCSE) 2026 APPLICATION FORM
Program Overview: The FCSE offers twelve selected first-year students a unique, immersive experience focusing on Taiwanese culinary culture and philosophy, with connections to broader East Asian contexts. The program includes enrollment in CHN 101 & CHN 102 during the 2025-2026 academic year, culminating in a three-week, fully funded study tour to Taiwan in May 2026. This program is co-directed by Dr. Eiho Baba (Philosophy) and Dr. Judith Williams (Anthropology).
Instructions: Please answer all questions thoughtfully and honestly. Completed applications should be sent via email to Dr. Baba (eiho.baba@furman.edu) and Dr. Williams (judith.williams@furnan.edu). 
Application Deadline: June 30, 2025
Notification of Acceptance: By July 7, 2025

Part I: Applicant Information
1. Full Name:
2. Furman Student ID Number (if known, otherwise leave blank):
3. Preferred Email Address:
4. Intended or Potential Major(s) at Furman (if known):
5. High School Attended:
6. Please list any high school courses, activities, or experiences (e.g., travel, clubs, personal study) that you feel are relevant to your interest in Asian studies, philosophy, anthropology, culinary arts, or international cultures (brief list or 2-3 sentences):


Part II: Chinese Language
7. Have you studied Mandarin Chinese before? 
8. If yes to #7, please briefly describe your previous experience (e.g., duration, where you studied, general proficiency level):



9. Why are you interested in studying Mandarin Chinese for a full academic year as part of the FCSE? (Approx. 100-150 words)



Part III: Interest in the FCSE Program & Theme
(Please limit responses to approximately 150-200 words for each question below)
10. Our FCSE program explores Taiwanese culinary culture and philosophy, also considering its connections to broader Chinese and Japanese traditions. What specifically interests you about this theme, and what are you most curious to discover?



11. This program is co-directed by professors from Philosophy (specializing in Chinese and Japanese thought) and Anthropology (specializing in foodways and cultural practices). How do you think engaging with Taiwan through these distinct but complementary perspectives will enrich your learning? Briefly, what excites you about this interdisciplinary approach?



12. The FCSE is an immersive, group-oriented experience involving international travel and close collaboration. Please tell us about a specific quality you possess or a past experience you've had that you believe would make you a positive and engaged member of our small cohort. What do you personally hope to learn or achieve through such an experience?



Part IV: Program Commitment & Logistics
13. The FCSE requires participants to enroll in and successfully complete (with a grade of B- or higher in each semester) CHN 101 (Fall 2025) and CHN 102 (Spring 2026) during their first year at Furman. Do you understand and commit to this academic requirement? 
14. The program includes a three-week study tour to Taiwan in May 2026. Do you currently anticipate any significant conflicts (e.g., immovable family commitments, other programs) with this travel period? 
If yes, please briefly explain:


15. Do you currently hold a valid passport? 
16. If yes to #15, what is the expiration date? (MM/YYYY):
17. If no to #15, or if your passport expires before December 2026 (passports generally need 6 months validity beyond travel dates), are you prepared to apply for or renew one promptly if accepted into the program? 
18. Are you a U.S. Citizen? (This information is for logistical purposes regarding potential visa requirements)

Part V: Optional Additional Information
20. Is there anything else you would like us to know about your interest in the FCSE program or why you would be a strong candidate? (Optional, approx. 100 words)



Certification:
☐ By checking this box, I certify that all information provided in this application is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I understand1 the program requirements and commitments if selected.
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