
 

Wilkins keynote speaker at Riley Institute dinner
Monday, 12 January 2009

SCBIZ Daily Staff

COLUMBIA -- David Wilkins will be the keynote speaker when the Riley Institute at Furman University hosts its
fourth annual Legislative Award Dinner in Columbia tonight.

Wilkins is the former Speaker of the South Carolina House who currently serves as U.S. Ambassador to Canada.
He plans to return to live in Greenville after President-elect Barack Obama takes office Jan. 20.

The event, which is named in honor of Wilkins, will be held at the Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center. The
evening begins with a 6 p.m. reception, and dinner and the award presentation will follow at 7 p.m. Tickets are
$125 per person, and can be reserved by calling 864-235-8330.

Gilda Cobb-Hunter, a member of the South Carolina State House of Representatives who represents Orangeburg
County in District 66, will receive the Wilkins Award for Excellence in Legislative Leadership.

Former U.S. Secretary of Education and S.C. Governor Richard W. Riley will be in attendance to honor
Cobb-Hunter.

The Wilkins Award for Excellence in Legislative Leadership award is given annually to a state legislator who
"embodies the highest principles of leadership based on integrity, compassion, vision, civility and courage." The
previous winners have been John Drummond, President Pro-Tem Emeritus of the Senate; Bobby Harrell, Speaker
of the House; and Sen. Hugh K.Leatherman.

The Riley Institute at Furman created the David H. Wilkins Legislative Leadership Program in 2006.  In addition to
the awards dinner, the Wilkins Fellows program allows Furman students to work as interns in the state's
legislative offices.  In time, the program will establish an endowed professorship in South Carolina politics.

The Riley Institute at Furman, named for Furman graduate Richard Riley, offers a broad array of programs
designed to engage students and citizens across South Carolina in the various arenas of politics, public policy,
and public leadership.

 

LATEST MANUFACTURING NEWS

Carter Goble Lee to work on N.C. jail project
Alcoa’s Mt. Holly facility not tagged for job cuts
Electric vehicle maker applies for $15M loan
BMW’s U.S. sales down 35.9% in December
Bosch to lay off workers in North Charleston

LATEST COMMUNITY NEWS

NFIB-South Carolina appoints new director
Andre Bauer Web site selling gifts
2009 S.C. Business Hall of Fame announced
Progress Energy’s regional VP to retire
S.C. businesses positive, but expect tough 90 days

LATEST BLOG POSTINGS

The glass ceiling
Varying opinions on immigration
Suit or sandals?
More social sites
The rules of tipping

NEWS FROM ACROSS SOUTH CAROLINA

Clemson’s Barker disappointed, not surprised, by
budget cuts
Greenville home sales shrank 20% in 2008; median
price rose slightly
GHS, Palmetto Health team up to run Baptist Easley
hospital
Southeastern Freight Lines named carrier of the year
Sonoco’s forestry management program recognized
UPS to cut Columbia hub activities, work force
Charleston-area real estate an extreme buyer’s
market
Giant Cement lays off 45; recession cited
Charleston lab develops drug to alleviate side effects
of pain medications
Kapstone idles paper machine in North Charleston;
no layoffs expected
Florence airport director says international airport
needed
Honda of South Carolina to stop production for
three months
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