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TobiSwartz is the direc­
tor of Bridges to a Brighter 
Futur e.atFur­
man Univer si­
ty. Her profes­
sional ' care er 
lias . been fo­
cused on edu­
cation and in­

.eludes positions at the South . 
Caro lina Commi ssion on 
Higher Education and Rich­
land County School District 
One. She' can be reached at 
tobi.swartz@furrnan.edLi. 
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and two plastic grocery store looking good and having the best 
bags of clothing for four weeks. mat eria l comforts, remember 

. The great thing about Bridges is the Bridges students. Remember 
that is does not matt er how you that there are young people liv­
come. Everyone is on an equal ' ing the change. Remember that 
playing field. What matters to the these students' dreams, voices 
students is what they do with the and visions far excee d materi al 
opportunity that has been pre- comforts. The Bridges stude nts 
sented to them. ' are the change that I desire tc 

Since the program' s inception see in the world, and it is a privi­
in 1997, students have taken the ' lege and a.blessing to be touched 
opportunity and used it as igni­
tion to propel them far beyond 
their expecta tions. For example, 
a student had little vision for her 

. future when she sta rte d Bridges 
in 199 8 . However , through 
Bridges, she gra duated from 

'. Greenville High School, gradu­
ated from Furman University 
and is now in graduate school at 
the University of South-Carolina. 
Without Bridges to. a Brighter 
Future, she would not have real­
ized her fullpotential. , 

by such fantastic young people. 
One of the Bridges students 

wrote this summer, "In life you 
are given many opport unities ­
some good, some bad. For me, 
Bridges is a good opportunity te 
improve my future and help me 
to become a bett er person. It is a 
way to expand my horizons and 
prepa re myself for college and 
the real world. I plan on taking 
this opport unity and using it to its 
fullest. I came to Bridges to es­
cape, bun will continue tocome 

. Sci as you begin to take your jar the opportunity ,to better m y 
life for gran ted 'and are manipu- . life, 'so I will not turn into what J 
lated by society's . emphasis on am running away from." 




