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Language barrier fuels poetic reflection for Negrete 
~ 

Language comes easy to poets, 
even young ones ... or does it? 

For 18-year-old amateur poet 
Maria Negrete, words have been 
slow in coming. Three years 
slow, in fact. 

When she and her family 
moved to Greenville from Guana­
joato, Mexico, in 2002, Negrete 
spoke no English. "It was hard, " 
she says. "Youwant to say some­
thing and you can't." , 

Now a senior at Riverside High 
School, Negrete recalls her first 
experience in the hallway of her " 
new high school. "You see .a 
bunch of people walking ... you 
don't even know them - you 
don't know anything." 

Neither of Negrete's parents 
speaks English, and her older sis­
ter, Erika, is just learning. So Ne­
grete practices her English at 

standing of the English language home with her 8-year-old sister, 
has advanced remarkably well. Vanessa. And after three years of 

ESL (English as a Second Lan- So well, in fact, that a poem 
Iguage) classes, Negrete's under- Negrete wrote in English this 
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Maria Negrete is a senior at Riv­
erside High. 

• Name: Maria Negrete 

• Age: 18 
• School: Riverside High 
• Hometown: Greenville 
• Family: Parents are Hosea and 
Maria Negrete; brother is Luis, 
22; sisters are Erika, 20, and 
Vanessa,8. 

• Church: St. Mary's Catholic
 
Church
 
• Achievements/Activities: Poem, 
"A HungryWorld," will be 

. published in the Summer 2005 
hardcover anthology, "A 
Celebration of Young Poets"; 
enjoys listening to music, 
spending time by herself, playing 
volleyball with her sisters, and 
helping her little sister with her 
homework. 

past summer and entered into a 

poetry contest through her Eng­

lish class this fall has recently 
been selected to be published in 
Creative Communication's Sum­
mer 2005 hardcover anthology, 
"A Celebration of Young Poets." 
The poem, titled "A Hungry 
World," also has been entered 
into the final competition round 
and is eligible to win a final award 
in the Creative Communication 
poetry contest.In the poem, Ne­
grete insightfully describes a 
world that "feels the hollow that 
never ends," people who are hun­
gry, not for food, but for "human 
beings and faith." 

Although Negrete does not 
boast a perfect GPA, her grades 
have continued to improve signif­
icantly each year as her under­
standing of English has advanced. 
"Maria is a teacher's dream," 
says ESL teacher Kelsie Berg. 
"She has questions, cares about 
learning and always strives for 

excellence." Negrete has also pad 
the opportunity to attend Eur­
man University's "Bridges tb a 
Brighter Future" program, a spe­
cial college-prep program for a 
select group of students, for the 
past three summers. Here, she 
was able to receive additional 
English training and develop last­
ing friendships with the other 
"Bridges"members. 

Negrete loves to be alone, or­
ganizing her random thoughts 
into poems. But poetry is mostly 
just a vehicle of expression for 
Negrete. Her true passion is art. 
Through special art classes at 
"Bridges," Negrete has learned 
to excel in many different forms 
of art, but is especially interested 
in architecture and interior de­
sign. She hopes to pursue one of 
these fields when she begins col­
lege next fall. 
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