
on a Saturday morning. They arr ive on time and focused 
on learning." 

O ne also detects a sense of ownersh ip in th e voices 
of Bridges students when th ey talk about the program 
(see accompanying stories). Ash lee Ware of Hillcrest High 
Schoo l says, "1 was like an egg, and the program help ed me 
ope n up." She says she was floored by th e interest ot hers took 
in her life when she ent ered th e program. "I was like, 'What's 
wrong with these people ?' I felt like for once th is might 
be someth ing th at would be about me." 

Swartz hopes that, in its second decade, Bridges will 

be able to reach more students like Ash lee Ware. To do 
so, however, it will need add itional financin g. The origina l 
endowment covers about 80 percent of th e program's an nual 
needs, with th e rest coming from grants and private don ations. 

But grant s are rarely perm anen t, so providing for th e program 
on a yea rly basis is an ongo ing cha llenge. 

For Swart z, th ough, th e value of Bridges goes far beyond 
academic development and prepa rat ion for college. To 
illustr ate, she describes th e impact of a th eatre group's 
present ation to th e students this summer. 

The group enacted various scenarios involvin g drugs, 
sex, and physical and verbal abuse. Afte rward, th e Bridges 
student s divided down gender lines to discuss the perfor­
man ce. Swartz join ed the girls, and what followed was, 
she says, "basically a group the rapy session ." 

O ne by one the girls began to open up, sha ring pa inful 
person al stories about th eir lives an d famili es. "It was heart­

breaking and gut-wrench ing," says Swart z. In th e end it proved 
cathart ic, as th e students released years of pent-up guilt, pain 
and anger. 'T hey were crying th e entire t ime, and after it was 
over, we did a hug circle. Everyone really cried th en." 

For many of th e students, Swartz says, Bridges is th e best 
thing th at has ever happened to th em. It offers th em hope ­
and help s th em reali ze th at they are not alone. 

"I always th ink that it is very difficult to describe or define 

Bridges whe n I know th at th ese are th e kin ds of stor ies th at 
are at the heart of the program," Swartz says. "It tru ly 
is an experience that can no t be adequately defined in words. 
It can on ly be witn essed and felt." IFI 

Th e author is a 2004 Furman gradua te. 

Perseverance pays 
Jorge Jimenez is no stranger to hard work. Born 

in Michoacan, Mexico, he soon moved with his family 

to the United States to seek a better life. 

As he told the Greenville Journal, " Nobody's ever 

had a real career in my family . They just take whatever 

job they can. I don't want to do that. I don't want to 

switch all the t ime. I want to get a degree." 

This fal l, the 20-year-old graduate of Blue Ridge 

High School- and of the Bridges to a Brighter Future 

program - w ill get his chance when he enrolls at Furman. 

Jimenez's story is one of perseverance in the face 

of obstacl es - somethin g that most Bridges students 

have in common . 

When he was 16, he w as forced to drop out of 

high schoo l to help support his family, which includes 

five siblings. For a year he did various jobs, from picking 

peaches to construction . 

The next year he was able to return to school, 

at Travelers Rest High. There he met Casey Crisp, who 

was enrolled in the Bridges program . Crisp, now a junior 

at Furman, recommended Jimenez for Bridges. He later 

JIMENEZ'S COLLEGE DREAM BECOMES REALITY 

transferred to Blue Ridge but was able to remain 

in the program . 

Through Bridges, he says, he began to realize that 

college might actual ly become a reality - something 

that had hardly seemed possible a few years before. 

"Brid ges is about learning while having fun, " says 

Jimenez. "Everything we were do ing encouraged me 

toward the idea of going to college. I realized I would 

need a certain grade-point average to return to Bridges 

and eventually go to college . I started studyin g a lot so 

I could come back. I thou ght, maybe I'll get somewhere ." 

Bridges also helped him understan d the mechanics 

of applying to college. He learned how to pursue and 

secure financial aid, the meaning of terms such as " room 

and board," how to distinguish betw een publ ic and 

private schools. Soon he was helping friend s comple te 

their applicat ion forms . 

"This is stuff t hey don't always teach you in high 

school," saysJimenez. " I'd talk to other peop le at my 

school, ones that weren't really thinking about college, 

and they w ere like, ' How did you learn this?''' 

In addition, Bridges spurred Jimenez's interest 

in service work . He recent ly returned fro m a week of 

volunteering at an orphanage in Nicaragua, and he and 

some Bridges friends are hoping to start a club to promote 

service wo rk in Greenville's Hispanic community. 

To learn more about the Bridges program, visit 

www.furman.edu/bridges. 
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